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ACTS 26 \WEEK 10

DAY 1. FIRST IMPRESSION

What a journey we've been on with Paul!

We've followed him across (almost) every part of the known world in his time. We've
watched him go from sinner to saved, from persecutor to persecuted, and from
opposing the Gospel to becoming its boldest messenger—proclaiming the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ wherever he went.

We have seen him stay on mission despite warnings, arrests, political maneuvering
and lies. Both as a free man and in chains. Despite hardship, closed doors, beatings,
persecution, accusations, and trials, his determination and commitment to God'’s call
are nothing short of inspiring.

Through it all, Paul has remained faithful. Calmly and courageously, he shared his
defense and, in the process, shared the hope of the Gospel with everyone from fellow
Jews, Gentiles, crowds, commanders, the Sanhedrin, governors, and now a king.

Paul's deep gratitude for the gift of salvation compels him to share no matter the
cost.

Before you begin reading today, take a moment to thank God for all He has done for
you. Thank Him for the grace that saved you, for the people who helped lead you to
Him, and for the unique story He's writing in your life.

If you haven't yet committed your life to Christ, our prayer is that your eyes would be
opened to the living Jesus — the same Lord who met Paul on the road to Damascus
and forever changed his life.

Read Acts 26.

Pause and ask God to reveal something new, something you've not noticed before in
Paul's story. Then, read it once more with a listening heart.

(Text provided in Day 2 homework.)
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DAY 2. ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT

Last week we saw Paul appeal to Caesar after presenting his case to Festus. Before
setting sail for Rome, God gives him the opportunity to have an audience with King
Agrippa Il and Bernice, as well as other dignitaries.

In these final chapters of Acts, we've followed Paul through a long season of
imprisonment. Though falsely accused and bound in chains, Paul remains
unwavering before Felix, Festus and now King Agrippa II. He patiently and
courageously states his case, not to defend himself, but to bear witness to the truth

of the Gospel.

Having taken time to read with a listening heart yesterday, begin your time today by
reflecting on what felt fresh to you as you summarize this chapter.

1. Go through Acts 26 and break it into sections by determining when there is a
shift in one thought to the next. Since this is a narrative, it may be a shift from
one scene to the next, or one topic of conversation to another. Put a / where a
section begins and ends.

2. Once you have your chapter separated into different sections, write a title
consisting of a few words or a sentence to summarize each section you've

made.

3. Create a summary using your section titles to encapsulate what God has
shown you this passage is about.

SECTION
TITLES

ACTS 20

1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to
speak for yourself”

So Paul motioned with his hand and began his
defense: 2 “King Agrippa, | consider myself fortunate to
stand before you today as | make my defense against all
the accusations of the Jews, * and especially so because
you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs
and controversies. Therefore, | beg you to listen to me
patiently.

4“The Jewish people all know the way | have lived
ever since | was a child, from the beginning of my life
in My own country, and also in Jerusalem. ® They have
known me for a long time and can testify, if they are
willing, that | conformed to the strictest sect of our
religion, living as a Pharisee. ¢ And now it is because of
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my hope in what God has promised our ancestors that | SECTION
am on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes TITILES

are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God
day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope

that these Jews are accusing me. @ Why should any of
you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?

2 “] too was convinced that | ought to do all that

was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
10 And that is just what | did in Jerusalem. On the

authority of the chief priests | put many of the Lord’s
people in prison, and when they were put to death, |
cast my vote against them. ** Many a time | went from

one synagogue to another to have them punished, and
| tried to force them to blaspheme. | was so obsessed

with persecuting them that | even hunted them down in
foreign cities.

12 0On one of these journeys | was going to

Damascus with the authority and commission of the
chief priests. ** About noon, King Agrippa, as | was on
the road, | saw a light from heaven, brighter than the

sun, blazing around me and my companions. ** We all
fell to the ground, and | heard a voice saying to me in

Aramaic,[a] ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is
hard for you to kick against the goads.’

15 “Then | asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’

o

| am Jesus, whom you are persecuting, the Lord
replied. *¢ ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. | have

appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a
witness of what you have seen and will see of me. *7 | will

rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles.
| am sending you to them 2 to open their eyes and turn

them from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in

1

me.

12 “So then, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient
to the vision from heaven. 2° First to those in Damascus,

then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then
to the Gentiles, | preached that they should repent

and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by
their deeds. 2* That is why some Jews seized me in the
temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped

me to this very day; so | stand here and testify to small
and great alike. | am saying nothing beyond what the
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SECTION
TITLES

prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the
Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the
dead, would bring the message of light to his own
people and to the Gentiles.”

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense.
“You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your
great learning is driving you insane.”

25 %l am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul
replied. “What | am saying is true and reasonable. 2¢
The king is familiar with these things, and | can speak
freely to him. | am convinced that none of this has
escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.
27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know
you do.”

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that
in such a short time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?”

22 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God
that not only you but all who are listening to me today
may become what | am, except for these chains.”

30 The king rose, and with him the governor and
Bernice and those sitting with them. 3* After they left
the room, they began saying to one another, “This
man is not doing anything that deserves death or
imprisonment.” 32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man
could have been set free if he had not appealed to
Caesar.”

ACTS 20 SUMMARY
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DAY 3. DYNASTY OF DYSFUNCTION

We've heard and read the names King Herod and King Herod Agrippa a few times
now. Sometimes reading through Scripture can get complicated when names are
repeated through generations and the story skips around.

Let's do a history recap to better understand who this Agrippa is and how he

would have known what was conspiring among the Jews since Jesus’ death and
resurrection (Acts 26:3, 26). You might remember some of this from last week, but if
you're like me, a visual can help cement things in.

Using the illustration below, answer the following questions:

HEROD THE GREAT'S FAMILY TREE Jesus

Mariamne | Herod the Great

Aristobulus IV

King Herod Agrippa | Herodias

®! Drusilla

Who is Agrippa II's father?

¢ Who did Agrippa | execute?

¢ Who did Agrippa | imprison?

Who is Agrippa II's great-grandfather?

¢ Who did he try to kill?
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Who is Agrippa II's brother-in-law?

¢ Who did he leave in prison?

Who are Agrippa Il's sisters?

¢ Who are their spouses?

Agrippa Il was the last of the Herodian dynasty. His great-grandfather, Herod the
Creat, tried to kill Jesus as a baby (Matthew 2). His father, Herod Agrippa |, executed
James and imprisoned Peter (Acts 12). His brother-in-law, Felix, kept Paul imprisoned.

Agrippa Il came from a family marked by power, privilege, and corruption. The
Herodian dynasty was deeply entangled with Roman politics, often prioritizing
influence and image over truth and faithfulness. While they made notable
contributions to Jewish life—especially through architectural projects like the
renovation of the second Temple in Jerusalem—their reign was also characterized by
moral compromise and political ambition.

Paul is now face to face with King Agrippa Il and has a very important message for
him.

Despite the known lineage of Agrippa and the actions of his extended family, how
does Paul begin his defense in Acts 26:2-3 (ESV)?

Read the following verses and record why Paul may have felt fortunate to have an
audience before King Agrippa.

Acts 9:15 What is Paul's call?

Acts 25:23 \Who is his audience?
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Acts 26:12-18 \What does he have the opportunity to share?

Acts 26:22 \Who is helping him as he testifies?

Acts 26:23 \What message is he bringing?

Paul was God's chosen instrument to proclaim His name to the Gentiles and their
kings and to the people of Israel. In Acts 26 he is given an audience with King
Agrippa, Bernice, and Festus—as well as high ranking officials and prominent men of
the city.

Paul says he considers himself fortunate because he has the privilege of sharing his
personal encounter with Jesus. He is preaching to everyone, including political elites,
the need for repentance and faith in Jesus.

Paul is also confirming only what the prophets had said: “that the Messiah would
suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to His
own people and to the Gentiles.” (Acts 26:23)

Knowing that King Agrippa has a fairly extensive knowledge of Jewish beliefs and
Scripture and a reputation of being a pious Jew, Paul boldly appeals to him. He
hopes that King Agrippa’s understanding of the Old Testament prophecies would
lead him to recognize that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah.

**Have you ever had the privilege of boldly proclaiming the Gospel to someone in
authority over you (boss, teacher, parent, coach, etc.)? If so, how did you feel before,
during and after it? If not, how do you envision you would have felt standing in Paul's
shoes?
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Sometimes we can feel foolish or afraid when sharing our faith and telling what
Jesus has done in our lives. We might wonder:

¢ What if they ridicule me?

¢ What if | can't answer their questions?

o Whatif | lose a friendship or even my job?

o What if they think I'm out of my mind?

o What if I'm simply dismissed?
This is the greatest message we will ever share! Let's ask God to give us boldness and
courage, trusting Him to take care of any real or perceived consequences. The same

God who stood by Paul also stands by us.

Write out Romans 1:16-17 as a reminder of Paul's eagerness and conviction to
continually preach the Gospel.

DAY 4. FROM CROWDS TO KINGS

Agrippa was familiar with Jewish customs and was likely intrigued with Paul's
situation. He may even have been genuinely curious about Paul's message.
Regardless of his motives, this was a divine appointment. God set up this opportunity
for Paul to testify about Jesus before a powerful leader. Agrippa’s willingness to listen
shows that the Gospel can reach even the most unexpected audiences.

The book of Acts records two additional passages sharing Paul’'s conversion story.

Let's take a look at all three accounts to better understand Paul’s "strategy" or
emphasis in sharing his testimony with different audiences.
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We first read of Paul's conversion in Acts 9:1-19 and again in Acts 22:1-16. Here, in
Acts 26:1-23, we see Paul's most detailed explanation of the Gospel.

Each of these passages in Acts describe Paul's intense persecution of Christians, his
journey to Damascus under official authority, the blinding encounter with the risen
Christ, and the complete life change as a result of his encounter.

If we look a bit closer, we see that each account appears in a distinct setting with a
slightly different emphasis depending on the audience and purpose.

Read each of the three passages carefully and fill in the blanks below with the
passage reference(s) that match the following descriptions (there may be more than
one per blank):

Primarily written as historical context:

Audience of a hostile Jewish crowd:

Audience of Roman dignitaries:

God'’s redemptive power:

Paul's credentials stated:

Credentials of others stated to vouch for Paul's character/story:

Message for Jews as well as all nations:

God's divine involvement:

Acts 9 is the first account of Saul's conversion story. It is recorded as an historical
account right after Stephen is martyred. Saul is blinded and brought to Damascus
where Ananais lays hands on him and his sight is restored. This narrative reveals the
redemptive power of God.

In Acts 22, Paul addresses a hostile Jewish crowd in Jerusalem. Paul emphasizes his
Jewish credentials and zeal for the law and the divine calling he received. He shares
how Ananias, a devout observer of the Law, played a key role in his conversion. He
hopes to connect with those who also held the Law in high esteem.

In Acts 26, Paul is defending himself before King Agrippa and Roman dignitaries. He
highlights his persecution of the believers, and how Christ’s revelation to him fulfilled
ancient prophecies. This version stresses Paul's commission to reach Gentiles and
shows that the message Jesus gave him had implications far beyond the Jewish
community, offering new life to all nations.

Paul's defense, his story, was tailored to each audience, reflecting their backgrounds

and interests. He consistently defended his faith while adapting his message to
resonate with each group.
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Read Acts 26:24. \What is Festus’ response to Paul's defense?

Read Acts 26:25. \What was Paul’s reply?

Read Acts 26:26-27. \Why might Paul feel compelled to directly ask Agrippa if he
knows of and believes in the prophets?

Read Acts 26:28. \What is Agrippa’s response to Paul's direct question?

Read Acts 26:29. \What was Paul’'s reply?

Paul’s response to King Agrippa in Acts 26:29 captures the heart of his mission: He
only wants everyone to trust Christ, no matter how short or long it takes.

Do you have the same heart as Paul—to share the Gospel with everyone—no matter
how short or long it takes them to receive it?

Paul did not try to prove, persuade or convince anyone into believing in Jesus. He

simply told the truth of who he had been before his encounter with Jesus, how he
met Jesus and who he had become because of Jesus.
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Paul was unashamed of the Gospel. He was bold yet respectful, direct yet humble.
Though Agrippa, Festus, and Bernice ultimately walked away, Paul had fulfilled his
calling: to proclaim the truth and leave the results to God.

**Have you ever felt that undeniable pounding in your heart—the Holy Spirit
prompting you to speak up and share your story? How did you respond to that
prompting? What happened as a result?

Like Paul, we also need to be obedient to our call, knowing that it is God who
changes hearts. We, too, will encounter varied reactions when sharing our faith.
Some will listen, some will mock, and some will walk away. Paul reminds usin 1
Corinthians:

@ )

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18
\ J

We are also called to remain steadfast, trusting that every act of obedience matters
and that God can use even the smallest conversation to draw someone closer to
Himself.

Is there someone in your life that you feel prompted to share your story with? Take
a moment to pray that God would draw them to Himself. Ask for opportunities to
share the hope of Jesus and be in tune to the Holy Spirit's leading.

Remember, it is God who draws hearts to Himself!

Write out and reflect on John 6:44.
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DAY O. GOD 'S STORY. OUR WITNESS.

Salvation is entirely a work of God'’s grace. Yet, in His mercy and purpose, God has
chosen to use His people as His instruments to proclaim His grace to others. We are
not the saviors—we are the messengers.

God's redemptive plan began with Abraham in Genesis:

7

I will make you into a great nation and | will bless you...and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

Genesis 12:2-3

. J

This promise of blessing continues throughout Scripture from the Old Testament to
the New Testament, as God reveals His heart for all nations to know Him.

Read and record.

Psalm 67:2

Isaiah 49:6b

Matthew 28:19-20
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Acts 1:8

The commission of God's people, then and now, remains the same.

To fully appreciate the weight of Jesus' Great Commission, we must understand
where it came from. It echoes the Old Testament, fulfills Jesus’ ministry, and unfolds
in the early Church (especially in the book of Acts)!

Paul makes the purpose and power of presenting the Gospel clear in Acts 26, using
both the words of Jesus as well as his own.

@ )

..to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in me.

Acts 26:18 (NASB)

So, having obtained help from God, | stand to this day testifying
both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and
Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and

that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the
first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.

Acts 26:22-23 (NASB)
\_ J

Throughout the book of Acts we have seen Paul faithfully plant the seed of truth
and trust God for the fruit. Paul's witness in Acts 26 shows us what a surrendered life
looks like: one that trusts God completely and loves others deeply.

If someone asked you to give a reason for the hope that you have, would you be

prepared to answer? Using Paul's example, let's be prepared to obey, share boldly
and trust God with the outcome.
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Remember, we share our personal stories, as Paul did before Agrippa, not as polished
presentations but as living testimonies of God's transforming power.

**Turn back in your homework to ‘your story’, the one you recorded in Week 7, Day
5 (Acts 21:33-23:35). Pray through what you wrote and share it below as if you were
telling someone how God has transformed your life.

Take some time to share what you wrote above with a couple trusted friends or
family members. Let's normalize sharing our stories and making Jesus famous!

@ )

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

1 Peter 3:15

\. J

Finish this week writing a prayer of thanksgiving and surrender. Consider our Savior:

He loves you.
He is coming for you.
He is relentless.
He is for you.

Whether you know it or not, God is pursuing you and longs for you to embrace
Him as your Savior. Thank Him for the life change, peace, and hope that have come
through repentance and following Him as LORD.

Ask Him to open your eyes to see the places and people He wants you to share the
priceless gift of your story with to further His Kingdom. Ask Him to give you wisdom,
gentleness, and boldness to share in each situation and to each person He puts in
your path.
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AC TS 20

SACRED PAUSE

REVIEW THIS WEEK'S HOMEWORK AND NOTES. PRAY AND
ASK GOD TO IDENTIFY ONE OR MORE STATEMENTS OR
SCRIPTURES HE WANTS YOU TO REMEMBER AND PRACTICE.
THEN, RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS.

2 WHICH SCRIPTURE OR STATEMENT DID THE HOLY SPIRIT CAUSE TO
‘ STAND OUT TO YOU THE MOST THIS WEEK?

REWORD THE STATEMENT OR SCRIPTURE INTO A PRAYER OF
COMMITMENT TO GOD.

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO IN RESPONSE TO WHAT HE HAS
SHOWN YOU IN THIS WEEK'S STUDY?
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ACTS 20

SERMON NOTES
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ACTS 27 \WEEK 11

DAY 1. FIRST IMPRESSION

Acts study family, we are approaching the finish line, but God isn't done yet.

7

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come
to an end, they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)

. J

Every morning we wake up under the covering of fresh mercy. God'’s love hasn't run
out, and His faithfulness hasn't faded. Each new day (and week!) is proof that He's still
at work—shaping us, teaching us, and drawing us closer to Himself. Even as we enter
the second-to-last week of this study, God is not done yet. He still has more to teach,
more to reveal, and more ways to invite us to live intentionally for Him. Let us not
open the Word today out of a space of obligation, but out of gratitude for this mercy.

As you step into this week, expect God to meet you in your study and reflection. The
same God who spoke to you on week one has something to say today.

Read Acts 27. Pause and reflect, then read it again.

(Text provided in Day 2 homework.)

DAY 2. ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT

Today we get to step into the story itself and actively engage with it! Acts 27 is
full of details, a window into how God works through ordinary and extraordinary
circumstances to accomplish His plan. As you read, don't rush.

Take time to notice what Luke observes, what Paul says, and how the people around
him respond. Let the Word of God speak to you as it enters your heart. Engage with it
like you would a conversation with someone you care about: listening, noticing, and
reflecting.

What stands out to you?

What surprises you?
What does this show you about who God is?
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This is your chance to hear God'’s voice in the narrative and consider how He might
be asking you to trust Him in your own journey, prior to anything this study has to
say in days 3 through 5. Open your heart, slow down, and let the story come alive.

1. Gothrough Acts 27 and break it into sections by determining when there is a
shift in one thought to the next. Since this is a narrative, it may be a shift from
one scene to the next, or one topic of conversation to another. Put a / where a
section begins and ends.

2. Once you have your chapter separated into different sections, write a title
consisting of a few words or a sentence to summarize each section you've
made.

3. Create a summary using your section titles to encapsulate what God has
shown you this passage is about.

4. Add Malta to the map below, then draw Paul’s journey from Jerusalem,
including all island and city stops along the way.
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ACTS 27/ SECTION
TITLES

1 When it was decided that we would sail for Italy,

Paul and some other prisoners were handed over to a
centurion named Julius, who belonged to the Imperial
Regiment. 2 We boarded a ship from Adramyttium about

to sail for ports along the coast of the province of Asia,
and we put out to sea. Aristarchus, a Macedonian from

Thessalonica, was with us.

3 The next day we landed at Sidon; and Julius, in
kindness to Paul, allowed him to go to his friends so they

might provide for his needs. “ From there we put out
to sea again and passed to the lee of Cyprus because
the winds were against us. * When we had sailed across

the open sea off the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we
landed at Myra in Lycia. © There the centurion found an

Alexandrian ship sailing for Italy and put us on board. 7
We made slow headway for many days and had difficulty

arriving off Cnidus. When the wind did not allow us to
hold our course, we sailed to the lee of Crete, opposite
Salmone. 8 We moved along the coast with difficulty

and came to a place called Fair Havens, near the town of
Lasea.

2 Much time had been lost, and sailing had already

become dangerous because by now it was after the
Day of Atonement. So Paul warned them, *° “Men, | can

see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring
great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives also.” *
But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said,

followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the
ship. 2 Since the harbor was unsuitable to winter in, the

majority decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach
Phoenix and winter there. This was a harbor in Crete,

facing both southwest and northwest.

13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, they
saw their opportunity; so they weighed anchor and
sailed along the shore of Crete. 4 Before very long, a

wind of hurricane force, called the Northeaster, swept
down from the island. ** The ship was caught by the

storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave
way to it and were driven along. 16 As we passed to the

lee of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly able
to make the lifeboat secure, 17 so the men hoisted it
aboard. Then they passed ropes under the ship itself to

hold it together. Because they were afraid they would
run aground on the sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the
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SECTION
TITLES

sea anchor and let the ship be driven along. *& We took
such a violent battering from the storm that the next
day they began to throw the cargo overboard. *? On
the third day, they threw the ship’s tackle overboard
with their own hands. 2° When neither sun nor stars
appeared for many days and the storm continued
raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.

21 After they had gone a long time without food,
Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, you should
have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then
you would have spared yourselves this damage and
loss. 22 But now | urge you to keep up your courage,
because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be
destroyed. 23 Last night an angel of the God to whom |
belong and whom | serve stood beside me
24 gand said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand
trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you
the lives of all who sail with you.' 25 So keep up your
courage, men, for | have faith in God that it will happen
just as he told me. 26 Nevertheless, we must run
aground on some island.”

27 On the fourteenth night we were still being
driven across the Adriatic Sea, when about midnight
the sailors sensed they were approaching land. 28
They took soundings and found that the water was a
hundred and twenty feet deep. A short time later they
took soundings again and found it was ninety feet
deep. 22 Fearing that we would be dashed against the
rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and
prayed for daylight. 3° In an attempt to escape from
the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea,
pretending they were going to lower some anchors
from the bow. ** Then Paul said to the centurion and
the soldiers, “Unless these men stay with the ship, you
cannot be saved.” 32 So the soldiers cut the ropes that
held the lifeboat and let it drift away.

33 Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat.
“For the last fourteen days,” he said, “you have been in
constant suspense and have gone without food—you
haven't eaten anything. ** Now | urge you to take some
food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a
single hair from his head.” 35 After he said this, he took
some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them
all. Then he broke it and began to eat.
36 They were all encouraged and ate some food
themselves. 37 Altogether there were 276 of us on
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board. 32 When they had eaten as much as they wanted, SECTION
they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the TITILES
sea.

32 When daylight came, they did not recognize the
land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they

decided to run the ship aground if they could.
40 Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea
and at the same time untied the ropes that held the

rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and
made for the beach. #* But the ship struck a sandbar and

ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move,
and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of

the surf.

42 The soldiers planned to Kill the prisoners to
prevent any of them from swimming away and escaping.
43 But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life and kept

them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who
could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. %4

The rest were to get there on planks or on other pieces of
the ship. In this way everyone reached land safely.

ACTS 27 SUMMARY
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DAY 3. STEADY IN THE STORM

Over the next few days, we'll journey with Paul through a moment in Acts that feels
like a scene from a movie, a literal and spiritual storm. Luke leaves out no detail as
he gives us a play-by-play of the two week voyage westward from Caesarea to Malta.
Not only that, but he was actually eye-witness to the events that took place. This is
one of only three times we see Luke use first person as he writes Acts. Luke was with
Paul!

To refresh your memory, Paul has been arrested in Jerusalem, and falsely accused
by Jewish leaders (again). As a Roman citizen, he is exercising his right to appeal to
Caesar, the Roman emperor. This means he needs to be transported to Rome to
stand trial, which is why we find him on this ship. Beyond an appeal to Caesar, this
journey is also a fulfillment of the promise Paul received from Jesus in Acts 23.

Read Acts 23:11 and write the promise made to Paul below.

That single promise changes how we read this entire story. Paul isn't just being
transported as a prisoner, he's being carried by God's plan. The storm ahead will not
undo what God has already spoken, because Paul's direction was already set. He
didn't know the route or the obstacles, but he knew the destination: Rome. Because
the Lord Himself had spoken it, Paul could trust that no trial, chain, or crashing wave
would keep God's Word from being fulfilled.

**Have you ever been sure that God was leading you somewhere, but the path to get
there felt completely out of control? Explain.

This chaotic journey reminds me of a similar story hundreds of years earlier. Genesis
37-41 tells the story of Joseph, a man who knew God's promise, but had to endure
circumstances completely out of his control before seeing fulfillment.

228



Read Genesis 37:5-11.

What did God promise Joseph through his dreams?

How did Joseph's brothers respond to his dreams?

Read Genesis 37:18-36.

Joseph’s story continues with betrayal by his own family. He's sold into slavery and
taken to Egypt. Things seem to spiral further from God'’s promise with every event.

What about Joseph’s situation seems impossible or unfair?

Read Genesis 39:2 and 21.

Where was God, even when Joseph’s circumstances were out of control?
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Finally, Joseph’s story reaches fulfillment in Genesis 41:37-46. After 13 years, God
elevates him to a position of authority in Egypt where he is able to save nations from
famine.

God does not immediately bring Joseph to a position of authority; Joseph
experiences the opposite. He is betrayed by his own brothers, sold into slavery, falsely
accused, and imprisoned. Each of these trials would have made him feel forgotten,
yet God was faithfully at work behind the scenes. Because God always fulfills His
promises, Joseph could trust that God'’s plan would come to fruition.

Does this change the way you think about your own season of waiting?

Just as Joseph received a promise, Paul received a promise from God to preach

in Rome. However, the path to fulfillment was anything but smooth. As the storm
raged, every moment could have convinced Paul that reaching their destination was
impossible. The winds whip violently from every direction, the ship is battered and
at risk of breaking apart, all their cargo is thrown overboard, and for days they sail
without any guidance from the sun or stars. They could have ended up anywhere.
When all hope was lost, Paul steadily encouraged the men with the anchor of truth
God had given him the night before.

Read and write Acts 27:24b-25 below:

God promised survival for everyone on the ship, but He didn't promise calm seas.
Paul points them to the certainty of God’s Word. His confidence is not in human skill,
the ship, or the waves, but in the promise of God.

Paul and Joseph each received promises from God, and each had their faith in what
He promised tested on the path to fulfillment.

..for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Romans 11:29 (NASB)
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The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me; Your steadfast love, O Lord,

endures forever.
Psalm 138:8 (ESV)

\_

God is faithful. God is sovereign. God keeps His promises.

When the steps in your journey look different than what you pictured, do you
struggle to believe that God is who He says He is?

How does Paul's confidence in God’s Word reshape the way you see your own storm?

**When have you let your circumstances define your destination rather than the
promises of Christ?

Remembering these stories should shape how we face our own storms. Rather than
responding with fear or doubt, we are called to stay anchored in the promises God
has given us. When we stay anchored, we can encourage and steady those around

us who are also navigating storms.

Scripture hidden in our hearts is never wasted. What anchor truth from Scripture do
you want to hold onto this week?
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Write your anchor verse on the next page and spend some time committing it to
memory.

DAY 4. STAYING ON THE SHIP

As we jump into today's study, refresh your memory by reading Acts 27:18-32.

By the time we get to verse 30, the crew has been fighting the storm for two full
weeks. Luke tells us that “all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.” The
situation is beyond human control, the sailors have no sense of direction.

Ancient sailors depended on the sun and stars to guide their way as they navigated
their ships. But now, the sky is completely black. For days they drift blindly westward,
tossed by relentless waves with no idea where they are or where they're going. | can
imagine that hunger, exhaustion, and fear settle in. This is the breaking point.

Can you think of a time in your life that was like this, when you lost your bearings
and couldn't see a way forward? Maybe you were doing everything you could to stay
headed in the right direction, but the situation was completely out of your control.

Ask the Holy Spirit to remind you of this kind of storm in your life. Write down one
season or situation that comes to mind.

How did you respond when you couldn’t “see the stars” or felt out of control?
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In these moments of darkness, survival instincts start to take over. We grasp for
whatever feels safe, for any way out we can find.

The sailors on Paul's ship had reached this point, and that's when some of them
decided they couldn't take it anymore.

Read verse 30. What did the sailors try to do?

From a human point of view, the lifeboat was their best chance.

Write what Paul tells them in verse 31:

Let's pause there for a second. Why would staying on a broken, storm-tossed ship
make any sense? Why not run toward the thing that seems more safe? The lifeboat
looks like a way to get out of their situation, but could it actually be the very thing
that keeps them from being saved?

Sometimes, God's deliverance doesn’t come through escape, but through
endurance.

There are moments He asks us to remain right in the middle of the chaos, because
that's where He's at work.

**Think about your own "lifeboat". When you feel out of control, where do you run?

Has that "lifeboat" saved you in your circumstances? How have they made you feel?
Have they given you control?
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Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.

John 15:4 (NASB)
(my Anchor verse.)

\. J

Paul told the sailors that the only way they could be saved is by staying with the ship.
Jesus gives us this invitation when we feel out of control: abide in me.

When the waves rise, we're called to remain in Him. God doesn’t promise to calm the
seas, but He promises His presence will stay constant through the storm. The safest
place to be is wherever He is.

What does "staying with the ship" look like for you right now?

In all the chaos, God's
hand was guiding them. o
Historian F.F. Bruce points
out just how incredible it
was that they survived: “If
they missed Malta, there
would have been nothing
for it but to hold on for 200
miles until they struck the Mediterranean Aegadian
Tunisian coast, and no one s ioands
could have expected the S””Qz}
ship to survive that long.”
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of water surrounding it—they could have easily passed it by. The fact that the wind
blew them exactly to this spot is evidence of the value of staying on the ship in the
midst of chaos. That small island became the unexpected safe landing, a tangible
reminder that God can bring His people safely through storms that seem impossible
to survive.

“Staying with the ship” is more than just a clever saying, it's a practice lived out in real
life. It's a trust that God'’s presence and promises are greater than the storm around
us, even when uncertainty screams for us to run. We see this same kind of faith play
out centuries later in a man named Horatio Spafford.

Horatio Spafford wrote one of the most enduring declarations of faith in the face of
tragedy. In 1873, he was sailing across the Atlantic to reunite with his wife in Europe.
Weeks earlier, their four daughters had drowned in a tragic accident when their ship
collided with another vessel. Only his wife, Anna, survived.

As Spafford crossed the Atlantic to join his grieving wife, the ship’s captain
pointed out the approximate place where his daughters had perished. In that
moment, Spafford wrote words that declared a faith and peace not dependent on
circumstances:

It Is Well with My Soul
Horatio Spafford, 1873

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Even in the midst of heartbreak, Spafford’s faith anchored him. Paul's peace on the
storm-tossed ship came from trusting God's promise and sovereignty in the midst of
the storm. He chose to stay on the ship, knowing God was delivering him to the place
he was meant to be. And He did just that.

On the next page, take a few moments to write out your own declaration to God. You
can use this as a starting point, but let your heart speak freely:

1. Acknowledge the storm and/or your fear.
2. Declare your trust in God'’s presence and sovereignty.
3. Commit to staying and abiding in Christ even when you are out of control.

4. Speak words of faith over your situation, knowing God can bring you safely
through the chaos.
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Scripture hidden in your heart is never wasted. Write your anchor verse again below.

DAY O. PURPOSE IN THE WRECK

Sometimes we imagine the only way God shows His power is by calming the storm,
but in Acts 27, we have learned that this is far from the truth. He works through the
storm. Every crashing wave and broken board become a part of His redemptive story
on Earth.

As the chapter draws to a close, we see Paul step into a moment that goes
completely against the norm. Remember, Paul is the prisoner on this ship, yet in the
middle of his chaos, he becomes the one who leads everyone else into peace. Let's
step back into the scene.

Read Acts 27:33-44.
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Fourteen days into chaos, Paul gave thanks. He broke bread, thanked God, and
shared it with those around him. In a world spinning out of control, Paul chose
gratitude. This act became an anchor; not just for himself, but for everyone watching
him.

In verses 33-36, what stands out about Paul's attitude?

Read 2 Corinthians 11:25.

Paul wrote 2 Corinthians before the events of Acts 27, so this wasn't his first
shipwreck. Not his second. Not even his third. Paul knew what it felt like to be
thrown around by the waves, to lose all control, and to come out of what should

have destroyed him. What if those past shipwrecks were actually preparation for this
moment? What if every storm carried a purpose that shaped Paul for the one he was
facing now?

Could it be that the peace Paul carried in this storm was more than faith in God'’s
promises. What if his confidence also came from God'’s past faithfulness?

The deeper we go in our faith, the more we learn that hardship is where His power

becomes the most visible. The question is not if we will face a storm, but when. We
should expect storms to come and go as God shapes us into people who reflect His
steadfast love in a world that's constantly shifting.

**How have the storms in your past changed the way you walk through hard seasons
now?

Every storm we survive deepens our capacity to carry Christ's peace into future
chaos. Like Paul, we become living evidence that God's presence is steady even
when everything else falls apart. Our storms become our testimony. They become
the evidence that God’s Kingdom breaks through anything—even our wreckage.

237



Is there someone in your life who has walked with you through a storm they

themselves had experienced? How did their endurance and faith give hope or show
you God'’s presence?

When we face hard seasons, we are being trained to be anchors for others. Our
endurance, our faith, and our ability to cling to God's promises becomes a lifeline for
someone else in the middle of their storm. The peace we carry in the middle of chaos
becomes a guiding light for others around us.

7
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

\. J

Who around you might be encouraged by the strength God has grown in you
through your storms?

Is God calling you to actively step into shepherding them in their season of chaos?
What would that look like?
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Every challenge you face can serve as a rehearsal for Kingdom work. Your
"shipwrecks" may become the very experiences that help you guide others safely to
shore. In this way, even our seasons of chaos are woven into God’s larger redemptive
story. God uses our trials to prepare us, to shape us, and to multiply our impact.
These moments of struggle are part of His Kingdom work, refining you into someone
who can carry His peace into whatever comes next, again and again.

Sometimes, it's only when we step back and look at the bigger picture that we
realize our storms were part of the path God was preparing for us all along. Can you
see your past or present storm from a Kingdom perspective? If not, take some time
to reflect on these things.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 and write it below.

As we close out this week, offer God a prayer of gratitude. Paul gave thanks, amidst
the chaos of the storm and imprisonment, in front of all 276 passengers on the ship.
Let us thank God for His faithfulness, for the refining work He accomplishes in our
storms, and for the ways He has equipped us to carry His peace to others.

@ )

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you

may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

James 1:2-4
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ACLTS 27/

SACRED PAUSE

REVIEW THIS WEEK'S HOMEWORK AND NOTES. PRAY AND
ASK GOD TO IDENTIFY ONE OR MORE STATEMENTS OR
SCRIPTURES HE WANTS YOU TO REMEMBER AND PRACTICE.
THEN, RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS.

2 WHICH SCRIPTURE OR STATEMENT DID THE HOLY SPIRIT CAUSE TO
‘ STAND OUT TO YOU THE MOST THIS WEEK?

REWORD THE STATEMENT OR SCRIPTURE INTO A PRAYER OF
COMMITMENT TO GOD.

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO IN RESPONSE TO WHAT HE HAS
SHOWN YOU IN THIS WEEK'S STUDY?
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ACTS 27/

SERMON NOTES
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ACTS 28 wesxco

DAY 1. FIRST IMPRESSION

Wow. Our last week of homework in the book of Acts! Anyone feel as | do? A bit
forlorn as we wrap up months of walking side by side with people we've gotten

to know? Someday we'll study Acts again; yet for now, these people were part of
our lives for a time. And yes, in the eternal scope of things, they will be part of our
lives. We will meet Saul who became Paul. Simon who became Peter. Ananias.
(Maybe both of them; now there’s a discussion topic!) Barnabas. Silas. Dorcas, who is
probably hanging out with Lazarus in some Resurrection Club. We'll meet Cornelius
the centurion. Philip and his prophetess daughters, and perhaps King Agrippa!
Maybe Paul did persuade him.

Until then, | cannot deny the sense that I'll miss these guys and their stories as

we close this study. After all, for twenty-eight chapters, from “Hey Theophilus” to
“proclaiming the Kingdom of God”, we have worn out our sandals walking with

the founding members of Christ's church. We waited with them at Pentecost. We
watched a lame man walk. We listened to Peter preach one heck of a message. Had
our eyes blinded for three straight days and then reopened to a new heart, and a
new life.

We traveled all over the place. Got into arguments with kin. We were accused,
ridiculed, and dragged to prison more than once. We saw what happens when
we are prayed for, and when we raise the roof in praise. We learned to be content
in whatever circumstance we found ourselves, trusting that God has a plan for
whatever befalls us, trusting that He uses everything. Our blindness. Our pain. Our
faith, however weak or strong.

This coming week in Acts 28, we will find ourselves shipwrecked, accused as
murderers, and hailed as gods. By the time we read the last verse of the book, we
will have come to better understand the cost of following Jesus. We will better
understand the fellowship of other believers and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. And
we will better understand God'’s story through the proclaiming of His Kingdom.

One day, we'll return to study the book of Acts. When that day comes, we'll open
the book with fond remembrance—of old familiar characters, of the things that
happened, and of what we saw through their eyes.

Lord, thanks for a guy named Luke, who faithfully wrote the book of Acts. Thanks for
the things we learned. Thanks for what we will carry with us.

Read Acts 28.

243



Take a moment to give thanks for this amazing journey in the Word of God.

Then read it once more. (Text provided in Day 2 homework.)

DAY 2. ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT

We start Acts right after the death of Jesus, and we end Acts right before Paul’s.

At the end of an itinerant life of preaching and teaching, Paul is under house arrest.
He is imprisoned for two years, circa AD 60-62. Conditions are not so bad, as he
wasn't behind proverbial bars; he rented

his own place to stay, where friends e

visited and ministered to him. According T 717" T

to scholars, most of Rome's residents DJ: J:pJ:R
lived in apartments, and Paul may have DlVE

stayed in one of these. Rome tracked its

cases carefully, so if no accusers arrived,

Paul eventually would be released. This 'Mamertine Prison'
is what happened. After two years of
waiting, he is freed and travels about
freely.

In AD 64, amid Nero's fierce persecution
of Christians, Paul is imprisoned again.
This time the conditions are not nice
and house-arrest-ish. Conditions are
much harsher. Early church historians
record that he was imprisoned at
Mamertine Prison in Rome, a place
tourists visit today. This is likely where he
penned his last letter, the second book
of Timothy. According to scholars, the
fact that he may have written it during
this second Roman imprisonment may
explain his request for a cloak and scrolls
in the last chapter of 2 Timothy.

Paul was executed circa AD 64 or shortly
thereafter by Nero, considered to be the
most evil Roman Emperor in history.
Because Paul was a Roman citizen, he
did not suffer; he was swiftly beheaded,
unlike Peter who was crucified upside
down, or James, who, as recorded by the
Jewish historian Josephus, was clubbed
to death.

~\
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Prisoners were lowered through a hole in the roof Interior of the cell of Mamertine.
into the basement cell of the Mamertine Prison.

These historical details help us see the cost of Paul's faithfulness, and the
steadfastness of the God who carried him through every trial and every triumph
right until the end.

One last time for the book of Acts, let's engage the text.

1. Gothrough Acts 28 and break it into sections by determining when there is a
shift in one thought to the next. Since this is a narrative, it may be a shift from
one scene to the next, or one topic of conversation to another. Put a / where a
section begins and ends.

2. Once you have your chapter separated into different sections, write a title
consisting of a few words or a sentence to summarize each section you've
made.

3. Create a summary using your section titles to encapsulate what God has
shown you this passage is about.

SECTION
ACTS 28 ] EC

1 Once safely on shore, we found out that the
island was called Malta. 2 The islanders showed us
unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us
all because it was raining and cold. * Paul gathered a
pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper,
driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. #
When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his
hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a
murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the
goddess Justice has not allowed him to live.” = But
Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no
ill effects. € The people expected him to swell up or
suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and
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seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed
their minds and said he was a god.

7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to
Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed
us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for
three days.

8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and
dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer,
placed his hands on him and healed him. ® When this
had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came
and were cured. *° They honored us in many ways; and
when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the
supplies we needed.

11 After three months we put out to sea in a ship
that had wintered in the island—it was an Alexandrian
ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor
and Pollux. *2 We put in at Syracuse and stayed there
three days. '3 From there we set sail and arrived at
Rhegium. The next day the south wind came up, and
on the following day we reached Puteoli. ** There
we found some brothers and sisters who invited
us to spend a week with them. And so we came to
Rome. ** The brothers and sisters there had heard
that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the
Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us.
At the sight of these people Paul thanked God and
was encouraged. *¢ When we got to Rome, Paul was
allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him.

17 Three days later he called together the local
Jewish leaders. When they had assembled, Paul said
to them: “My brothers, although | have done nothing
against our people or against the customs of our
ancestors, | was arrested in Jerusalem and handed
over to the Romans. *8 They examined me and wanted
to release me, because | was not guilty of any crime
deserving death. *° The Jews objected, so | was
compelled to make an appeal to Caesar. | certainly did
not intend to bring any charge against my own people.
20 For this reason | have asked to see you and talk with
youl. It is because of the hope of Israel that | am bound
with this chain.”

21 They replied, “We have not received any letters

from Judea concerning you, and none of our people
who have come from there has reported or said
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anything bad about you. 22 But we want to hear what
your views are, for we know that people everywhere are
talking against this sect.”

23 They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day,
and came in even larger numbers to the place where
he was staying. He witnessed to them from morning
till evening, explaining about the Kingdom of God,
and from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets
he tried to persuade them about Jesus. 24 Some
were convinced by what he said, but others would
not believe. 25 They disagreed among themselves
and began to leave after Paul had made this final
statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your
ancestors when he said through Isaiah the prophet:

26 "'Go to this people and say,
“You will be ever hearing but never
understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”
27 For this people’s heart has become calloused,;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and | would heal them!’

28 *Therefore | want you to know that God's
salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will
listen!”

30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his
own rented house and welcomed all who came to see
him. ** He proclaimed the Kingdom of God and taught
about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and
without hindrance!

ACTS 28 SUMMARY
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DAY 3. MALTA AND ROME

Malta looks like a fascinating place to visit, historically and visually. Gorgeous pics
make it bucket list material. It's a little island about sixty miles south of Sicily, which
is a big island at the foot of Italy. According to Dave Branon's Lands of the Bible Then
and Now, “The bay that some say was where Paul and the others were shipwrecked
is today called Saint Paul’s Bay. Ninety percent of Maltese citizens are considered
Christians, with a large part of them being Roman Catholic.”

Ninety percent is crazy amazing! Could this be in large part because hundreds of
years ago, Paul was led on a Kingdom journey that included shipwreck?

As it turns out, Paul wasn't the only famous person to be shipwrecked on Malta.
From Lands of the Bible: “Interestingly, the historian Josephus was also shipwrecked
on Malta two years before Paul’s ship was destroyed there.”

When Paul is shipwrecked on Malta, he
does not sit back and wait to be served.

Read Acts 28:1-6. Summarize what
happens.

7

They figured Paul was guilty of
something to have incurred that snake
bite. Maybe murder! This judgmental
attitude brings to mind something
Jesus said.

Read Luke 13:1-5.

When Paul exhibited no sign of harm,

fickle human nature again judged Paul:

“Then he must be a god!” Interestingly,
Luke does not record that Paul got into
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an argument with them. Luke shows that Paul merely stuck to his own business:
serving.

Read Acts 28:7-10. What happened?

You know what Paul was doing? He was being Paul, a servant of the Most High God,
no matter where he was or how he got there. Paul knew that God wanted him in
Rome; that made his Malta circumstances God'’s business.

**How open are you to God interrupting your plans in order to love someone right in
front of you today? Describe a time when you were not open, and a time when you
were.

You might remember from our study in Philippians a few weeks ago that in the
not-too-distant future, Paul will write this from prison: “I have learned to be content
in whatever circumstances | am.” (Philippians 4:11) Surely, in part, he learned this
contentment while spending three months on Malta. Pauses like these are not
wasted delays but God’s staging grounds.

Every interruption on the way to Rome became an opportunity to testify and to
serve.

Read James 1:2-3.
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It wasn't Paul's endurance that was tested on Malta; it was his faith that God had
everything in hand. Even with another season of waiting, he stayed busy with God's
work.

How comfortable are you in seasons of waiting? Do you see waiting as wasted time,
or as God's preparation ground? Explain.

Rome, at last. Read Acts 28:11-16.

Add Rome and draw Paul’s journey from Malta on the map below.

Read Acts 28:17-29.
Wouldn't we have loved to have been a fruit fly on a wine glass, listening to one of

Gamaliel's star students converse with Jewish leaders as Paul did in verse 23? “..he
was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the Kingdom of God, and trying
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to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the
Prophets, from morning until evening.”

**|s there any Scripture you would gladly sit with “from morning until evening”?
What would it be, and why?

Are you like me? When you see Paul in action like that, toe to toe with opposition,
do you sometimes become aware of lack in yourself? That lack can make us feel
inadequate for sharing the Gospel as we imagine modern-day scenarios that
involve agnostics and atheists and others opposed to the Gospel. Our well of biblical
knowledge may seem to be a damp rag compared to the depth of Paul’s.

Imagined intimidation can silence us.

If we keep on with thoughts like that, we become Satan’s ally in hindering the
Gospel.

7

Now when they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and
understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they
were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with
Jesus.

Acts 413 (NASB)

\. J

Raise your hand if you didn't go to Bible college. Raise your hand if you were not
educated under Gamaliel. I'd say that's most of us. Take joy, then, in Acts 4:13.
Confidence sprang not from education or training, but from a relationship with
Jesus.

Let's back it up for broader context. Read Acts 4:8-12.
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them..." The people marveled because
Peter spoke as if he was educated and trained. They marveled because they knew he

wasn't! The Holy Spirit made all the difference.

Reckon God can do the same with you and me? Reckon Peter’'s God is our God, too?
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Here's a thought: Peter and his pals may have started out uneducated and
untrained, but they didn't stay that way. Through the help of the Holy Spirit, through
their own diligence and the diligence of others, they added to their own wells more
for the Holy Spirit to draw upon.

@ )

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who
does not need to be ashamed, handing accurately the Word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NASB)

. J

Remember Apollos? The big-time preacher whose humility was also big-time?
Read Acts 18:24-26.

Apollos had as much confidence as Peter. Yet Priscilla and Aquila took this eloquent
man aside to explain the way of God more accurately. Apollos learned from what
they had to say. He adjusted his doctrine a bit.

We'll all adjust our doctrines a bit as we continue in the faith. Spending time in the
Word of God will do that, as well as listening to good teachers and having a heart
that is open to the Spirit, who will guide us into all the truth.

The body of Christ has long enjoyed the gifts and talents of such apologists as Paul,
Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas. In modern times, we have C.S. Lewis, Tim Keller,
and Lee Strobel, just to name a few. Thank God for the scholars! If you see such
apologists in marketplace arenas today, bless them and pray for them. Pray that God
uses their skill to bring understanding to chaos. They have a job to do, in their arena
for the Kingdom of God, and our prayers help them do it.

We have a job to do, too, in our own arenas for the Kingdom of God. It doesn’t matter
if we can preach, teach, or defend the faith with the tongues of angels. It doesn't
matter if we can’t. Do we have Jesus? Then we have all we need. The power of the
Gospel is in the preaching of it.

Take a moment to be with Jesus. Tell Him about the places where you feel
inadequate or unsure. Ask Him to show you what would change if you truly believed
that having Him was enough. Tell Him where you need confidence, where you need
clarity, and where you need courage. Invite the Holy Spirit to fill those spaces with His
strength instead of your striving.
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DAY 4. UNHINDERED
Read Acts 28:30-31.

Acts begins with Jesus ascending to heaven. It ends with the Holy Spirit's work
through Paul, who finished his journey in this small simple way: under house arrest,
meeting with and telling anyone who would come to his house the good news of
Jesus.

Yet even in that small, simple ending, God was not finished with Paul. What looked
like limitation became the setting for another kind of ministry altogether, one that
would ripple far beyond the walls of his rented home.

Paul wrote the four "prison epistles" from Rome during his house arrest: Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. These letters are named for the time of his
imprisonment, likely between AD 60-62, and were addressed to specific churches or
individuals.

For an itinerant scholar, now surrounded by pen and ink and scrolls to write upon,
and no interruptions except good ones—people to speak the Kingdom of God with,
and to teach about Jesus—perhaps at times Paul may have considered himself to be
in a happy place. He was finally quit of sore feet and shipwrecks and snake bites. He
had Luke with him, and maybe others. And he had the infilling of the Holy Spirit as
this scholar put quill to parchment.

Record a favorite passage from each one of the prison Epistles. It's not necessary to
write out the passage, just note the places they are found.

Ephesians:

Philippians:

Colossians:

Philemon:

| am sure the neighborhood wondered just what sort of prisoner this man was.

Sometimes they heard snatches of prayers from his apartment. Sometimes they
heard laughter and singing. Undoubtedly, as opportunities came, Paul spent his time
building relationships with those around him in that two-year time. Undoubtedly, he
loved his neighbor as himself, even in chains.
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He likely had an influence on some curious neighbors who may have dropped in
with a loaf of honeycake just so they could linger and catch a bit of what he said
to those visitors always dropping by. He likely had an influence upon the guards
assigned to him, and inquired regularly after their wellbeing, and that of family
members and friends, as he thought of others more than himself.

And all the while during this time, the Gospel did what it does, unhindered.

NLT Illlustrated Study Bible: “Despite being under house arrest, Paul boldly
proclaimed the Kingdom'’s message. And no one tried to stop him. Greek: Akoloutos:
without hindrance. This single word in Greek is the last word of the book of Acts

and one of the keys to its meaning: God's word cannot be chained, even when its
messengers are.”

God'’s word cannot be chained, even when its messengers are.

What an awesome time of fruitfulness these two years were! From Paul’s rented
guarters in Rome went out letters that were labors of love. Maybe some pages were a
bit smudged or had a water splotch or two. The precious cargo was carefully tucked
into leather scrips or handbags or inside pockets. They were carried by believers,
who, having read the letters themselves, couldn't wait to get them to others who
desperately needed their direction, correction, and encouragement.

The letters were copied and circulated, recopied, and copied again. And what began
in form as a bit smudged and maybe water splotched, came down to us collected
into one volume, where it is tucked into our book basket or on our nightstand

or desk. Maybe some of those pages today are dogeared, underlined, coffee-
splotched. We modern day believers desperately need their direction, correction, and
encouragement.

What was Paul thinking as he wrote those letters? Maybe he called up Habakkuk 2:1-
2 from his deep well, and found applicability to his situation: | will stand on my guard
post and station myself on the rampart,; | will keep watch to see what He will speak
to me..then the Lord answered me and said, “Record the vision and inscribe it on
tablets that the one who reads it may run.”

Maybe his mind traveled forward a few pages in that book and stopped here:
Read Habakkuk 3:17-19.
With the Word of God as his support and strength, with the keen memory of Jesus

who knocked him off his donkey, and with the Spirit of God to comfort and guide,
Paul penned these words while in chains:
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Rejoice in the Lord always! | will say it again: rejoice!

Philippians 4:4

If you take the word “always” back to the original Greek, it means...always.

Paul also wrote this: Read Ephesians 2:8-10.

What about us? Are we His workmanship, wherever and however we find ourselves?
Are there good works for us to walk in despite loss of freedom, despite iliness, despite
discouragement, or inconvenience, or doubt? And while we're engaged in those
good works, will we rejoice?

Which of these is true for you right now?

| ]I believe | am His workmanship, even where | am today.

Clrm struggling to see purpose in my current circumstances.
||l trust God has good works for me, but I’'m not sure what they are.
|| I'want to walk in those good works but joy feels hard right now.

|| All of the above describe me in some way.

Arguably one of the best works that Paul himself walked in was writing those very
words in prison conditions.

There are people around us who may feel stuck or defeated (sometimes ourselves
included!), who need to know that God'’s purpose still stands even in hard places.
We can share this message through conversation and encouragement; we can
share Paul’s story and how it mirrors our own struggles. We can show steadfastness,
hope, and boldness in our own challenges as a living testimony that God's mission
continues “without hindrance”.

@ )

Now | want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have
turned out for the greater progress of the Gospel, so that my
imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known

throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else.
Philippians 1:12-13 (NASB)
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**What does faithfulness look like in your current limitations? If you stopped waiting
for “better conditions”, what would you do in obedience today?

Read Romans 8:28.

According to this verse, what do we know?

According to this verse, whose purpose is it about?

According to this verse, how many things will God cause to work out for our good
because we love Him?

How many things?

One more time: how many things?

If you take the word “all” back to the original Greek, it means...all.

Take a moment and write down a few things you have to trust God to work out for
good:

God sure worked out Paul’s two-year imprisonment for good. He worked it out for
the good of the Jews and Gentiles and believers who dropped in. He worked it out
for the good of Roman neighbors. For the Roman soldiers on guard duty. For us. For
Paul himself, who kept doing what he was doing, one day at a time, rejoicing all the
way.
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Acts 28 shows us that the Gospel advances without hindrance through ordinary
obedience, courageous witness, and God'’s unstoppable purpose.

Some have seeds in their hands. Some, watering cans. Whatever you have, God will
use the vessel that is you to do the planting and watering.

DAY O. ACTS. A CHURCH THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

T.S. Eliot

Here we are. Today we close the last page on the book of Acts, and on our study.

The Book of Acts in a nutshell:

Acts 1: Jesus goes up.
Acts 2: The Spirit comes down.
Acts 3-28: The people go out.

Read Acts 1:1. Write it out.

Read Acts 28:31. Write it out in the CSB or NIV.
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What does it mean to proclaim the Kingdom of God? Look up the word "proclaim"
and jot the definition here:

Here's a dandy summation from scholars for what it means to proclaim the Kingdom
of God: “To ‘proclaim the Kingdom of God’ means to declare and to live out the news
that God is ruler over all, calling people to acknowledge his reign in their lives and to
live in alignment with his justice and righteousness. This proclamation is a central
theme in Christianity, involving both verbal declaration and compassionate action
that demonstrates the Kingdom'’s presence through acts of healing, peace, and
transformation”.

Acts 28:31 is our blueprint for how to live as believers today: to proclaim God's
Kingdom in our daily lives through word and deed, and to teach others about Jesus.

Here are reflections from someone who has gone through this study of Acts:

“He is transforming me from fear to faith, from self-preservation to surrender. He's

calling me from discouragement and distraction to a deeper dependence on His

mission. He's teaching me that fruitfulness doesn’t depend on comfort or control
but that it comes from obedience and trust in His timing.”

Take a few moments and page back through this study book. Look at the things you
underlined. Remember discussions you may have had with others over passages
and ideas. Remember when you were challenged. Remember when you were
encouraged.

Write a few of your own reflections on the book of Acts:
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The same studier of Acts said this:

“The Holy Spirit is inviting me to trust God’s purpose even when the journey doesn'’t
go as planned. Like Paul, I'm being called to stay faithful in “shipwreck seasons”
and to use every trial as a platform for testimony. The Spirit is prompting me to

speak the truth boldly but with compassion, even when it's uncomfortable or
inconvenient.”

Here is a refresher for the definition of “change”:
1. Make someone or something different; alter or modify.

2. Replace (something) with something else, especially something of the same
kind that is newer or better; substitute one thing for (another).

**How have you been changed, reading the Book of Acts? How do you want to be
changed? What is the Holy Spirit inviting you to do?

Acts is the Acts of God.
- Rod Van Solkema

Life is the fine art of getting over ourselves.

Ask Peter who healed the lame man.

Ask Peter who raised Dorcas from the dead.

Ask Paul who gave him the brilliant inspiration to say to the Ephesians, “I| know your
Unknown God. Let me tell you about Him." (Acts 17:23-31)

Who will advance the Kingdom of God? God will, through us.
Who will teach others about Jesus? Cod will, through us.

Where, then, is the onus of the work? Where is the burden, the responsibility? It's

on God, brothers and sisters. Isn't that the best news you've heard all day? Even the
work He started in you is on Him to finish.
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Read Philippians 1:6.

Preach the Gospel to yourself every day.
- Nathan English
If we preach the Gospel to ourselves, we're more likely to preach to others.
Read the last verse of Acts again, out loud.
If we proclaim the Kingdom of God to ourselves, we're more likely to proclaim it to
others.

If we teach ourselves about Jesus, we're more likely to teach others.

You may have heard it said, “He's so heavenly minded that he's no earthly good.”
Maybe it's time to get so heavenly minded that we are earthly good.

Read John 15:4-5. \Write it out.

Our single goal is to abide in Jesus. Then we will bear fruit for the Kingdom of God,
like our brothers and sisters in the Book of Acts. They've done their part. What's next
for us? What's next for the church of God, with Acts 28:31 in our pockets?

Simply this: Acts 29.
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AC TS 28

SACRED PAUSE

REVIEW THIS WEEK'S HOMEWORK AND NOTES. PRAY AND
ASK GOD TO IDENTIFY ONE OR MORE STATEMENTS OR
SCRIPTURES HE WANTS YOU TO REMEMBER AND PRACTICE.
THEN, RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS.

2 WHICH SCRIPTURE OR STATEMENT DID THE HOLY SPIRIT CAUSE TO
‘ STAND OUT TO YOU THE MOST THIS WEEK?

REWORD THE STATEMENT OR SCRIPTURE INTO A PRAYER OF
COMMITMENT TO GOD.

WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO DO IN RESPONSE TO WHAT HE HAS
SHOWN YOU IN THIS WEEK'S STUDY?
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ACTS 28

SERMON NOTES
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CLOSING

One of the church's greatest gifts throughout the ages has been liturgy. Liturgy,
simply defined, is the shared rhythms and practices that shape how we worship
together. It is the way we respond to God as a community, often through set prayers,
readings, blessings, and moments of commissioning.

We see Jesus model this in Acts 1, when He blesses and commissions His disciples,
sending them out to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and

to the ends of the earth. That same commission still rests on us today. It is our hope
that this study will put steel in your spine to courageously accept this radical mission
from our Lord.

As a reminder of your role in the gospel story, we want to commission you and your
community with a blessing. If you are with others, engage through call and response.
If you are alone, read it aloud. There is power in both speaking and hearing words of
blessing.

LEADER:

May the God who called the Church,
His bride, into being, fill us with
boldness, unity, and joy.

ALL:
We are the body of Christ,
empowered and sent.

LEADER:

May the Spirit who empowered the
apostles also empower us to proclaim
truth, live in love, and advance the
Kingdom of Heaven wherever we go.

ALL:
May we go in the strength of the
Spirit, not our own.

LEADER:

And may the name of Jesus be lifted
high in our hearts, our homes, our
city, and our world.

ALL:
To Him be glory, now and forever.
Amen.

St. Peter's Basilica, Rome
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